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THE  BOOK  OF  DISCIPLINE 

CHAPTER  1 


GENERAL  PRINCIPLES  OF  DISCIPLINE 

SECTION  I :  Discipline is the exercise of that authority and the application of that system of laws, which the Lord Jesus Christ has appointed in his church.1  

SECTION  II :  The exercise of discipline is highly important and necessary.  Its ends are the removal of offenses,2 the vindication of the honor of Christ,3 the promotion of the purity and general edification of the church,4 and the benefit of the offender himself.5
  SECTION  III :  An offense is anything in the principles or practice of a church member which is contrary to the word of God;6  or which, if it be not in its own nature sinful, may tempt others to sin or mar their spiritual edification.7  

SECTION  IV :  Nothing, therefore, ought to be considered by any judicatory as an offense, or admitted as a matter of accusation, which cannot be proved to be such from scripture, or from the regulations and practice of the church, founded on scripture.8  

SECTION  V :  The exercise of discipline in such a manner as to edify the church requires not only much of the spirit of piety, but also much prudence and discretion.  It becomes the rulers of the church, therefore, to take into view all the circumstances which may give a different character to conduct, and render it more or less offensive;  and which may, of course, require a very different mode of proceeding in similar cases, at different times, for the attainment of the same end.9  

SECTION  VI :  All baptized persons are members of the church, are under its care, and subject to its government and discipline;  and when they have arrived at the years of discretion, they are bound to perform all the duties of church members.10
  SECTION  VII :  Offenses are either private or public;  to each of which, appropriate modes of proceeding belong.11      

CHAPTER  2

OF  PRIVATE  OFFENSES  

SECTION  I  :  Private offenses are such as are known only to an individual, or, at most, to a very few.  

SECTION  II :  Private offenses ought not to be immediately prosecuted before a church judicatory, because the objects of discipline may be quite as well, and, in many cases, much better attained by a different course;  and because a public prosecution, in such circumstances, would tend unnecessarily to spread the knowledge of offenses, to exasperate and harden offenders, to extend angry and vexatious litigation, and thus to render the discipline of the church more injurious than the original offense.1  

SECTION  III :  No complaint or information, on the subject of personal and private injuries, shall be admitted, unless those means of reconciliation and of privately reclaiming the offender have been used, which are required by Christ, Matthew 18: 15-16.  And in cases of offenses, which, though not personal, are private, that is, known only to one, or a very few, it is proper to take the same steps, as far as circumstances admit.2  

SECTION  IV :  Those who bring information of private and personal injuries before judicatories, without having taken these previous steps, shall themselves be censured, as guilty of an offense against the peace and order of the church.3  

SECTION  V :  If any person shall spread the knowledge of an offense, unless so far as shall be unavoidable, in prosecuting it before the proper judicatory or in the due performance of some other indispensable duty, he shall be liable to censure, as a slanderer of his brethren.4  

CHAPTER  3

OF  PUBLIC  OFFENSES  

SECTION  I :  A public offense is that which is attended with such circumstances as to require the cognizance of a church judicatory.1  

SECTION  II :  This is always the case, when an offense is either so notorious and scandalous, as that no private steps would obviate its injurious effects;  or when, though originally known to one, or a few, the private steps have been ineffectual;  and there is, obviously, no way of removing the offense, but by means of a judicial process.2 

SECTION  III :  An offense, gross in itself, and known to several, may be so circumstanced that it plainly cannot be prosecuted to conviction.  In such cases, however grievous it may be to the pious to see an unworthy member in the church, it is proper to wait until God, in his righteous providence, shall give further light;  as few things tend more to weaken the authority of discipline and to multiply offenses, than to commence process without sufficient proof.3  

SECTION  IV :  When any person is charged with a crime, not by an individual or individuals coming forward as accusers but by general rumor, the previous steps prescribed by our Lord in case of private offenses are not necessary, but the proper judicatory is bound to take immediate cognizance of the affair.4  

SECTION  V :  In order to render an offense proper for the cognizance of a judicatory on this ground, the rumor must specify some particular sin or sins;  it must be general, or widely spread;  it must not be transient, but permanent, and rather gaining strength than declining;  and it must be accompanied with strong presumption of truth.  Taking up charges on this ground, of course, requires great caution and the exercise of much Christian prudence.5  

SECTION  VI :  It may happen, however, that in consequence of a report which does not fully amount to a general rumor, as just described, a slandered individual may request a judicial investigation, which it may be the duty of the judicatory to institute.6  

CHAPTER  4

OF  ACTUAL  PROCESS

SECTION  I :  When all other means of removing an offense have failed, the judicatory to which cognizance of it properly belongs shall judicially take it into consideration.  

SECTION  II :  There are two modes in which an offense may be brought before a judicatory:  either by an individual or individuals, who appear as accusers and undertake to substantiate the charge, or by common fame.1  

SECTION  III :  In the former case, process must be pursued in the name of the accuser or accusers.2  In the latter, there is no need of naming any person as the accuser;  common fame is the accuser.3  Yet a general rumor may be raised by the rashness, censoriousness, or malice of one or more individuals.  When this appears to have been the case, such individuals ought to be censured, in proportion to the degree of criminality which appears attached to their conduct.4  

SECTION  IV :  Great caution ought to be exercised in receiving accusations from any person who is known to indulge a malignant spirit toward the accused;  who is not of good character;  who is himself under censure or process;  who is deeply interested, in any respect, in the conviction of the accused;  or who is known to be litigious, rash, or highly imprudent.5  

SECTION  V :  When a judicatory enters on the consideration of a crime or crimes alleged, no more shall be done at the first meeting, unless by consent of parties, than to give the accused a copy of each charge, with the names of the witnesses to support it, and to cite all concerned to appear at the next meeting of the judicatory, to have the matter fully heard and decided.  Notice shall be given to the parties concerned, at least ten days previously to the meeting of the judicatory.6  

SECTION  VI :  The citations shall be issued and signed by the moderator or clerk, by order, and in the name of the judicatory.  He shall also furnish citations for such witnesses as the accused shall nominate to appear on his behalf.7
SECTION  VII :  Although it is required that the accused be informed of the names of all the witnesses who are to be adduced against him, at least ten days before the time of the trial (unless he consent to waive the right and proceed immediately), it is not necessary that he, on his part, give a similar notice to the judicatory of all the witnesses intended to be adduced by him for his exculpation.

SECTION  VIII :  In exhibiting charges, the times, places, and circumstances should, if possible, be ascertained and stated, that the accused may have an opportunity to prove an alibi, or to extenuate or alleviate his offense.8  

SECTION  IX :  The judicatory, in many cases, may find it more for edification to send some members to converse, in a private manner, with the accused person;  and if he confesses guilt, to endeavor to bring him to repentance, than to proceed immediately to citation.9  

SECTION  X :  When an accused person or a witness refuses to obey the citation, he shall be cited a second time, and if he still continues to refuse, he shall be excluded from the communion of the church, for his contumacy, until he repents.10
SECTION  XI :  Although, on the first citation, the person cited shall declare in writing, or otherwise, his fixed determination not to obey it, this declaration shall, in no case, induce the judicatory to deviate from the regular course prescribed for citations.  They shall proceed as if no such declaration had been made.  The person cited may afterward alter his mind.11  

SECTION  XII :  The time which must elapse between the first citation of an accused person or a witness and the meeting of the judicatory at which he is to appear is at least ten days.  But the time allotted for his appearance in the subsequent citation is left to the discretion of the judicatory, provided always, however, that it be not less than is quite sufficient for a seasonable and convenient compliance with the citation.12  

SECTION  XIII :  The second citation ought always to be accompanied with a notice, that if the person cited does not appear at the time appointed, the judicatory, besides censuring him for his contumacy, will, after assigning some person to manage his defense, proceed to take the testimony in his case, as if he were present.13  

SECTION  XIV :  Judicatories, before proceeding to trial, ought to ascertain that their citations have been duly served on the persons for whom they were intended and especially before they proceed to ultimate measures for contumacy.14  

SECTION  XV :  The trial shall be fair and impartial. The witnesses shall be examined in the presence of the accused, or, at least, after he shall have received due citation to attend, and he shall be permitted to ask any questions tending to his own exculpation.15   

SECTION  XVI :  The judgment shall be regularly entered on the records of the judicatory,  and the parties shall be allowed copies of the whole proceedings, at their own expense, if they demand them.  And in case of references or appeals, the judicatory referring or appealed from shall send authentic copies of the whole process to the higher judicatory.16  

SECTION  XVII :  The person found guilty shall be admonished or rebuked or excluded from church privileges, as the case shall appear to deserve, until he gives satisfactory evidence of repentance.17  

SECTION  XVIII :  As cases may arise in which many days or even weeks may intervene before it is practicable to commence process against an accused church member, the session may, in such cases, and ought, if they think the edification of the church requires it, to prevent the accused person from approaching the Lord's table until the charge against him can be examined.18  

SECTION  XIX :  The sentence shall be published only in the church or churches which have been offended.  Or, if the offense be of small importance and such as it shall appear most for edification not to publish, the sentence may pass only in the judicatory.19  

SECTION  XX :  Such gross offenders as will not be reclaimed by the private or public admonitions of the church are to be cut off from its communion, agreeably to our Lord's direction in Matthew 18: 17, and the apostolic injunction respecting the incestuous person in 1 Corinthians 5: 1-5.20  

SECTION  XXI :  No professional counsel shall be permitted to appear and plead in cases of process in any of our ecclesiastical courts.  But if any accused person feels unable to represent and plead his own cause to advantage, he may request any minister or elder, belonging to the judicatory before which he appears, to prepare and exhibit his cause as he may judge proper.  But the minister or elder so engaged shall not be allowed, after pleading the case of the accused, to sit in judgment as a member of the judicatory.21  

SECTION  XXII :  Questions of order, which arise in the course of process, shall be decided by the moderator.  If an appeal is made from the chair, the question on the appeal shall be taken without debate.22  

SECTION  XXIII : In recording the proceedings in cases of judicial process, the reasons for all decisions, except on questions of order, shall be recorded at length, that the record may exhibit everything which had an influence on the judgment of the court, and nothing but what is contained in the record may be taken into consideration in reviewing the proceedings in a superior court.23  

CHAPTER  5

OF  PROCESS AGAINST  A  RULING  OR TEACHING  ELDER  

SECTION  I :  As the honor and success of the Gospel depend in a great measure on the character of its ministers, each presbytery ought, with the greatest care and impartiality, to watch over the personal and professional conduct of all its members.1  But, as, on the one hand, no minister ought, on account of his office, to be screened from the hand of justice nor his offenses to be slightly censured,2 so neither ought scandalous charges to be received against him, by any judicatory,  on slight grounds.3  

SECTION  II :  Process against a Gospel minister shall always be entered before the presbytery of which he is a member.  And the same candor, caution, and general method, substituting only the presbytery for the session, are to be observed in investigating charges against him, as are prescribed in the case of private members.4  

SECTION  III :  If it be found that the facts with which a minister stands charged happened without the bounds of his own presbytery, that presbytery shall send notice to the presbytery within whose bounds they did happen and desire them either (if within convenient distance) to cite the witnesses to appear at the place of the trial, or, (if the distance be so great as to render that inconvenient) to take the examination themselves and transmit an authentic record of their testimony, always giving due notice to the accused person of the time and place of such  examination.5  

SECTION  IV :  Nevertheless, in the case of a minister being supposed to be guilty of a crime or crimes, at such a distance from his usual place of residence as that the offense is not likely to become otherwise known to the presbytery to which he belongs, it shall, in such cases, be the duty of the presbytery within whose bounds the facts shall have happened, after satisfying themselves that there is probable ground of accusation, to send notice to the presbytery of which he is a member, who are to proceed against him, and either send and take the testimony themselves, by a commission of their own body, or request the other presbytery to take it for them and transmit the same, properly authenticated.6
SECTION  V :  Process against a Gospel minister shall not be commenced unless some person or persons undertake to make out the charge, or unless common fame so loudly proclaims the scandal that the presbytery find it necessary, for the honor of religion, to investigate the charge.7  

SECTION  VI :  As the success of the Gospel greatly  depends upon the exemplary character of its ministers, their soundness in the faith, and holy conversation;  and as it is the duty of all Christians to be very cautious in taking up an ill report of any man, but especially of a minister of the Gospel,8 therefore, if any man knows a minister to be guilty of a private, censurable fault, he should warn him in private.9  But if the guilty person persists in his fault or it becomes public, he who knows it should apply to some other bishop of the presbytery for his advice in the case.10  

SECTION  VII :  The prosecutor of a minister shall be previously warned, that, if he fail to prove the charges, he must himself be censured as a slanderer of the Gospel ministry, in proportion to the malignancy or rashness that shall appear in the prosecution.11  

SECTION  VIII :  When complaint is laid before the presbytery, it must be reduced to writing, and nothing further is to be done at the first meeting (unless by consent of parties) than giving the minister a full copy of the charges, with the names of the witnesses annexed,  and citing all parties and their witnesses to appear and be heard at the next meeting;  which meeting shall not be sooner than ten days after such citation.12  

SECTION  IX :  When a member of a church judicatory is under process, it shall be discretionary with the judicatory whether his privileges of deliberating and voting, as a member, in other matters, shall be suspended until the process is finally issued or not.13  

SECTION  X :  At the next meeting of the presbytery, the charges shall be read to him, and he shall be called upon to say whether he is guilty or not.  If he confesses, and the matter be base and flagitious, such as drunkenness, uncleanness, or crimes of a higher nature, however penitent he may appear, to the satisfaction of all, the presbytery must, without delay, suspend him from the exercise of his office or depose him from the ministry;14  and, if the way be clear for the purpose, appoint him a due time to confess publicly before the congregation offended and to profess his penitence.15  

SECTION  XI :  If a minster accused of atrocious crimes, being twice duly cited, shall refuse to attend the presbytery, he shall be immediately suspended.  And if, after another citation, he still refuses to attend, he shall be deposed as contumacious.16  

SECTION  XII :  If the minister, when he appears, will not confess but denies the facts alleged against him;  if, on hearing the witnesses, the charges appear important and well supported, the presbytery must, nevertheless, censure him and admonish, suspend, or depose him, according to the nature of the offense.17  

SECTION  XIII :  Heresy and schism may be of such a nature to infer deposition, but errors ought to be carefully considered, whether they strike at the vitals of religion and are industriously spread, or whether they arise from the weakness of the human understanding and are not likely to do much injury.18  

SECTION  XIV :  A minister under process for heresy or schism should be treated with Christian and brotherly tenderness.19  Frequent conferences ought to be held with him, and proper admonitions administered.20  For some more dangerous errors, however, suspension may become necessary.21  

SECTION  XV :  If the presbytery find, on trial, that the matter complained of amounts to no more than such acts of infirmity as may be amended and the people satisfied, so that little or nothing remains to hinder his usefulness, they shall take all prudent measures to remove the offense.22  

SECTION  XVI :  A minister deposed for scandalous conduct shall not be restored, even on the deepest sorrow for his sin, until after some time of eminent and exemplary, humble and edifying conversation, to heal the wound made by his scandal.23  And he ought in no case to be restored, until it shall appear that the sentiments of the religious public are strongly in his favor and demand his restoration.24  

SECTION  XVII :  As soon as a minister is deposed, his congregation shall be declared vacant.25   

CHAPTER  6

OF  WITNESSES   

SECTION  I :  Judicatories ought to be very careful and impartial in receiving testimony.  All persons are not competent as witnesses,  and all who are competent are not credible.1  

SECTION  II :  A competent witness is one who ought to be admitted and heard.  The competency of a witness may be affected by his want of the proper knowledge of the matter which he is called to establish, by weakness of understanding, by infamy of character, by being under church censure for falsehood or perjury, by nearness of relationship to any of the parties, and by a variety of considerations which cannot be specified in detail.2  

SECTION  III :  Where there is room for doubt with regard to any of these points, either party has a right to challenge witnesses, and the judicatory shall candidly attend to the exceptions and decide upon them.3 

SECTION  IV :  The credibility of a witness, or the degree of credit due to his testimony, may be affected by relationship to any of the parties, by deep interest in the result of the trial, by general rashness, indiscretion, or malignity of character, and by various other circumstances, to which judicatories shall carefully attend, and for which they shall make all proper allowance in their decision.4  

SECTION  V :  A husband or wife shall not be compelled to bear testimony against each other in any judicatory.5    

SECTION  VI :  The testimony of more than one witness is necessary in order to establish any charge, yet if several credible witnesses bear testimony to different similar acts, belonging to the same general charge, the crime shall be considered as proved.6  

SECTION  VII :  No witness, afterward to be examined, except a member of the judicatory, shall be present during the examination of another witness on the same case, unless by consent of parties.7  

SECTION  VIII :  To prevent confusion, witnesses shall be examined first by the party introducing them, then cross-examined by the opposite party, after which any member of the judicatory or either party may put additional interrogatories.  But no question shall be put or answered, except by permission of the moderator.8  

SECTION  IX :  The oath of affirmation to a witness shall be administered by the moderator in the following or like terms:  " You solemnly promise, in the presence of the omniscient and heart-searching God, that you will declare the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, according to the best of your knowledge, in the matter in which you are called to witness, as you shall answer it to the great Judge of quick and dead" 9 

SECTION  X :  Every question put to a witness shall, if required, be reduced to writing.  When answered, it shall, together with the answer, be recorded if deemed by either party of sufficient importance.10  

SECTION  XI :  The records of a judicatory or any part of them, whether original or transcribed, if regularly authenticated by the moderator and clerk or either of them, shall be deemed good and sufficient evidence in any other judicatory.11   

SECTION  XII :  In like manner, testimony taken by one judicatory and regularly certified shall be received by every other judicatory as no less valid then if it had been taken by themselves.12  

SECTION  XIII :  Cases may arise in which it is not convenient for a judicatory to have the whole, or, perhaps, any part of the testimony in a particular cause, taken in their presence.  In this case a commission of the judicatory, consisting of two or three members, may be appointed and authorized to proceed to the place where the witness or witnesses reside and take the testimony in question, which shall be considered as if taken in the presence of the judicatory, of which commission and of the time and place of their meeting,  due notice shall be given to the opposite party, that he may have an opportunity of attending.  And if the accused shall desire, on his part, to take testimony at a distance for his own exculpation, he shall give notice to the judicatory of the time and place when it is proposed to take it, that a commission, as in the former case, may be appointed for the purpose.13  

SECTION  XIV :  When the witnesses have all been examined, the accused and prosecutor shall have the privilege of commenting on their testimony to any reasonable extent.14  

SECTION  XV :  A member of the judicatory may be called upon to bear testimony in a case which comes before it.  He shall be qualified as other witnesses are, and, after having given his testimony, he may immediately resume his seat as a member of the judicatory.15  

SECTION  XVI :  A member of the church, summoned as a witness and refusing to appear, or, having appeared, refusing to give testimony, may be censured for contumacy, according to the circumstances of the case.16  

SECTION  XVII :  The testimony given by witnesses must be faithfully recorded and read to them for their approbation or subscription.17   

CHAPTER  7

OF  THE  VARIOUS  WAYS  IN  WHICH  A  CAUSE

 MAY  BE  CARRIED  FROM  A  LOWER  JUDICATORY

 TO  A  HIGHER*  

SECTION  I :  In all governments conducted by men wrong may be done from ignorance, from prejudice, from malice, or from other cases.  To prevent the continued existence of this wrong is one great design of superior judicatories.  And although there must be a last resort, beyond which there is no appeal, yet the security against permanent wrong will be as great as the nature of the case admits, when those who had no concern in the origin of the proceedings are brought to review them and to annul or confirm them, as they see cause; when a greater number of counselors are made to sanction the judgments, or to correct the errors, of a smaller;  and, finally, when the whole church is called to sit in judgment on the acts of a part.

SECTION  II :  Every kind of decision which is formed in any church judicatory, except the highest, is subject to the review of a superior judicatory and may be carried before it in one or the other of the four following ways.  

NUMBER  1 :  GENERAL REVIEW AND CONTROL  

A.   It is the duty of every judicatory above a church session, at least once a year, to review the records of the proceedings of the judicatory next below.  And if any lower judicatory shall omit to send up its records for this purpose, the higher may issue an order to produce them, either immediately, or at a particular time, as circumstances may require.           

B.   In reviewing the records of an inferior judicatory, it is proper to examine, FIRST, whether the proceedings have been constitutional and regular;  SECONDLY, whether they have been wise, equitable, and for the edification of the church;  THIRDLY, whether they have been correctly recorded.  

C.   In most cases the superior judicatory may be considered as fulfilling its duty by simply recording, in its own minutes, the animadversion or censure which it may think proper to pass on records under review, and also by making an entry of the same in the book reviewed.  But it may be, that, in the course of review, cases of irregular proceedings may be found so disreputable and injurious as to demand the interference of the superior judicatory. In cases of this kind the inferior judicatory may be required to review and correct its proceedings.  

D.   No judicial decision, however, of a judicatory shall be reversed unless it be regularly brought up by appeal or complaint.  

E.   Judicatories may sometimes entirely neglect to perform their duty, by which neglect, heretical opinions, or corrupt practices may be allowed to gain ground;  or offenders of a very gross character may be suffered to escape;  or some circumstances in their proceedings, of very great irregularity, may not be distinctly recorded by them.  In any of which cases, their records will by no means exhibit to the superior judicatory a full view of their proceedings.  If therefore the superior judicatory be well advised, by common fame, that such neglects or irregularities have occurred on the part of the inferior judicatory, it is incumbent on them to take cognizance of the same;  and to examine, deliberate, and judge in the whole matter, as completely as if it had been recorded, and thus brought up by the review of the records.  

F. When any important delinquency or grossly unconstitutional proceedings appear in the records of any judicatory, or are charged against them by common fame, the first step to be taken by the judicatory next above is to cite the judicatory alleged to have offended to appear at a specified time and place and to show what it has done, or failed to do, in the case in question;  after which the judicatory thus issuing the citation shall remit the whole matter to the delinquent judicatory, with a direction to take it up and dispose of it in a constitutional manner, or stay all further proceedings in the case, as the circumstances may require.  

NUMBER  2 :  OF REFERENCE   

A.   A reference is a judicial representation, made by an inferior judicatory to a superior, of a case not yet decided;  which representation ought always to be put in writing.  

B.   Cases which are new, important, difficult, or of peculiar delicacy, the decision of which may establish principles or precedents of extensive influence, on which the sentiments of the inferior judicatory are greatly divided, or on which, for any reason, it is highly desirable that a larger body should first decide, are proper subjects of reference.  

C.   References are either for mere advice, preparatory to a decision by the inferior judicatory, or for ultimate trial and decision by the superior. 

D.   In the former case, the reference only suspends the decision of the judicatory from which it comes;  in the latter case it totally relinquishes the decision and submits the whole cause to the final judgment of the superior judicatory.  

E.   Although references may in some cases, as before stated, be highly proper;  yet it is, generally speaking, more conducive to the public good that the each judicatory should fulfill its duty by exercising its judgment.  

F.   Although a reference ought, generally, to procure advice from the superior judicatory, yet that judicatory is not necessarily bound to give a final judgment in the case, even if requested to do so; but may remit the whole cause, either with or without advice, back to the judicatory by which it was referred.  

G.   In cases of reference, the members of the inferior judicatory making it retain all the privileges of deliberating and voting, in the course of trial and judgment before the superior judicatory which they would have had if no reference had been made.  

H.   References are generally to be carried to the judicatory immediately superior.  

I.   In cases of references, the judicatory referring ought to have all the testimony and other documents duly prepared, produced, and in perfect readiness;  so that the superior judicatory may be able to consider and issue the case with as little difficulty or delay as possible.  

NUMBER  3 :  OF APPEALS

A.   An appeal is the removal of a cause already decided, from an inferior to a superior judicatory, by a party aggrieved.  

B.  All persons who have submitted to a regular trial in an inferior may appeal to a higher judicatory.  

C.  Any irregularity in the proceedings of the inferior judicatory:  a refusal of reasonable indulgence to a party on trial, declining to receive important testimony, hurrying to a decision before the testimony is fully taken, a manifestation of prejudice in the case, and mistake or injustice in the decision are all proper grounds of appeal.  

D.   Appeals may be either from a part of the proceedings of a judicatory or from a definitive sentence.  

E.   Every appellant is bound to give notice of his intention to appeal and also to lay the reasons thereof, in writing, before the judicatory appealed from, either before its rising or within ten days thereafter.  If this notice or these reasons be not given to the judicatory while in session, they shall be lodged with the moderator.

F.   Appeals are generally to be carried in regular gradation, from an inferior judicatory to the one immediately superior.  

G.  The appellant shall lodge his appeal and the reasons of it with the clerk of the higher judicatory, before the close of the second day of their session.  

H.   In taking up an appeal, after ascertaining that the appellant, on his part, has conducted it regularly, the first step shall be to read the sentence appealed from;  secondly, to read the reasons which were assigned by the appellant for his appeal and which are on record;  thirdly, to read the whole record of the proceedings of the inferior judicatory in the case, including all the testimony and the reasons for their decision;  fourthly, to hear the original parties;  fifthly, to hear any of the members of the inferior judicatory, in explanation of the grounds of their decision or of their dissent from it.  

I.   After all the parties shall have been fully heard, and all the information gained by the members of the superior judicatory from those of the inferior, which shall be deemed requisite, the original parties and all the members of the inferior judicatory shall withdraw when the clerk shall call the roll, that every member have an opportunity to express his opinion in the case, after which the final vote shall be taken.  

J.   The decision may be either to confirm or reverse, in whole or in part, the decision of the inferior judicatory, or to remit the cause, for the purpose of amending the record, should it appear to be incorrect or defective, or for a new trial.  

K.   If an appellant, after entering his appeal to a superior judicatory, fail to prosecute it, it shall be considered as abandoned, and the sentence appealed from shall be final.  And an appellant shall be considered as abandoning his appeal if he does not appear before the judicatory appealed to on the first or second day of its meeting, next ensuing the date of his notice of appeal.  Except in cases in which the appellant can make it appear that he was prevented from seasonably prosecuting his appeal by the providence of God.  

L.   Members of judicatories appealed from cannot be allowed to vote in the superior judicatory on any question connected with the appeal.  

M.   If members of the inferior judicatory, in case of a sentence appealed from, appear to have acted according to the best of their judgment and with good intention, they incur no censure, although their sentence be reversed.  Yet, if they appear to have acted irregularly of corruptly, they shall be censured as the case may require.  

N.   If an appellant is found to manifest a litigious or other unchristian spirit in the prosecution of his appeal, he shall be censured according to the degree of his offense.  

O.   The necessary operation of an appeal is to suspend all further proceedings on the ground of the sentence appealed from.  But if a sentence of suspension or excommunication from church privileges or deposition from office be the sentence appealed from, it shall be considered as in force until the appeal shall be issued.  

P.   It shall always be deemed the duty of the judicatory whose judgment is appealed from to send authentic copies of all their records and of the whole testimony relating to the matter of the appeal.  And if any judicatory shall neglect its duty in this respect, especially if thereby an appellant, who has conducted with regularity on his part, is deprived of the privilege of having his appeal seasonably issued, such judicatory shall be censured according to the circumstances of the case.  

Q.   An appeal shall in no case be entered except by one of the original parties.  

NUMBER  4 :  OF COMPLAINTS

A.   Another method by which a cause which has been decided by an inferior judicatory may be carried before a superior is by complaint.  

B.   A complaint is a representation made to a superior by any member or members of a minority of an inferior judicatory, or by any other person or persons, respecting a decision by an inferior judicatory, which, in the opinion of the complainants, has been irregularly or unjustly made.  

C.   The cases in which complaint is proper and advisable are such as the following:  the judgment of an inferior judicatory may be favorable to the only party who has been placed at their bar, or the judgment in question may do no wrong to any individual, or the party who is aggrieved by it may decline the trouble of conducting an appeal.  In any of these cases no appeal is to be expected.  And yet the judgment may appear to some of the members of the judicatory to be contrary to the constitution of the church, injurious to the interests of religion, and calculated to degrade the character of those who have pronounced it.  In this case the minority have not only a right to record in the minutes of the judicatory their dissent from this judgment, or their protest against it, but they have also a right to complain to the superior judicatory.  

D.   Notice of a complaint shall always be given before the rising of the judicatory or within ten days thereafter, as in the case of an appeal.  

E.   This complaint brings the whole proceedings in the case under the review of the superior judicatory, and, if the complaint appears to be well founded, it may have the effect not only of drawing down censure upon those who concurred in the judgment complained of, but also of reversing that judgment and placing matters in the same situation in which they were before the judgment was pronounced.  

F.   In cases of complaint, however, as in those of appeal, the reversal of a judgment of an inferior judicatory is not necessarily connected with censure on that judicatory.

G.   None of the members of the judicatory whose act is complained of can vote in the superior judicatory on any question connected with the complaint.  

CHAPTER 8

OF  DISSENTS  AND  PROTESTS

SECTION  I :  A dissent is a declaration on the part of one or more members of a minority, in a judicatory, expressing a different opinion from that of the majority in a particular case.  A dissent unaccompanied with reasons is always entered on the records of the judicatory.  

SECTION  II :  A protest is a more solemn and formal declaration, made by members of a minority, as before mentioned, bearing their testimony against what they deem a mischievous or erroneous judgment, and is generally accompanied with a detail of the reasons on which it is founded.  

SECTION  III :  If a protest or dissent be couched in decent and respectful language and contains no offensive reflections or insinuations against the majority of the judicatory, those who offer it have a right to have it recorded on  the minutes.

SECTION  IV :  A dissent or protest may be accompanied with a complaint to a superior judicatory, or not, at the pleasure of those who offer it.  If not thus accompanied, it is simply left to speak for itself when the records containing it come to be reviewed by the superior judicatory. 

SECTION  V :  It may sometimes happen that a protest, though not infringing the rules of decorum, either in its language or matter, may impute to the judicatory whose judgment it opposes some principles or reasonings which it never adopted.  In this case the majority of the judicatory may with propriety appoint a committee to draw up an answer to the protest, which, after being adopted as the act of the judicatory, ought to be inserted in the records.  

SECTION  VI :  When, in such a case, the answer of the majority is brought in, those who have entered their protest may be of the opinion that fidelity to their cause calls upon them to make a reply to the answer.  This, however, ought by no means to be admitted, as the majority might of course rejoin and litigation might be perpetuated, to the great inconvenience and disgrace to the judicatory.  

SECTION  VII :  When, however, those who have protested consider the answer of the majority as imputing to them opinions or conduct which they disavow, the proper course is to ask leave to take back their protest and modify it in such a manner as to render it more agreeable to their views. This alteration may lead to a corresponding alteration in the answer of the majority, with which the whole affair ought to terminate.  

SECTION  VIII :  None can join in a protest against a decision of any judicatory, excepting those who had a right to vote in said decision.  

CHAPTER  9

NEW  TESTIMONY 

SECTION  I :  If, after a trial by any judicatory, new testimony be discovered, which is supposed to be highly important to the exculpation of the accused, it is proper for him to ask and for the judicatory to grant a new trial.  

SECTION  II :  It sometimes happens in the prosecution of appeals, that testimony, which had not been exhibited before the inferior judicatory, is represented to exist and to be of considerable importance in the case.  

SECTION  III : Representations of this kind ought not to be lightly, or, of course, sustained.  But the superior judicatory ought to be well satisfied that the alleged testimony is of real importance before they determine to put the inferior judicatory to the trouble of a new trial.  

SECTION  IV :  When such testimony, therefore, is alleged to exist, either by the appellant or the judicatory appealed from, it will be proper for the superior judicatory to inquire into the nature and import of the testimony:  what is intended to be proved by it and whether there is any probability that it will really establish the point intended to be established.  

SECTION  V :  If it appear that the fact proposed to be established by the new testimony is important, that is, if it appear to be such a fact as, if proved, would materially alter the aspect of the cause, and if there be any probability that the testimony in question will be sufficient to establish the alleged fact, then the superior judicatory ought to send the cause back to the inferior for a new trial.  

SECTION  VI :  Cases may arise, however, in which the judicatory appealed from and the appellant may concur in requesting the superior judicatory to take up and issue the appeal, with the additional light which the new evidence may afford.  In this case, and especially if very serious injury is likely to happen, either to the appellant or to the church, by the delay which a new trial would occasion, the superior judicatory may proceed to hear the new testimony and to issue the appeal, with the aid of the additional light which that testimony may afford.  

SECTION  VII :  When, however, the judgment of the inferior judicatory is reversed, and it is apparent that the new testimony had considerable influence in procuring the reversal, it ought to be so stated in the decision of the superior judicatory, inasmuch as it would be injustice to the inferior judicatory to reverse their decision upon grounds which were never before them, without explaining the fact.  

CHAPTER  10

JURISDICTION

SECTION  I :  When a member shall be dismissed from one church, with a view to his joining another, if he commit an offense previous to his joining the latter, he shall be considered as under the jurisdiction of the church which dismissed him, and amenable to it, up to the time when he actually becomes connected with that to which he was dismissed and recommended.  

SECTION  II :  The same principle applies to a minister, who is always to be considered as remaining under the jurisdiction of the presbytery which dismissed him, until he actually becomes a member of another.  

SECTION  III :  If, however, either a minister or a private member shall be charged with a crime which appears to have been committed during the interval between the date of his dismissal and his actually joining the new body, but which did not come to light until after he had joined the new body, that body shall be empowered and bound to conduct the process against him.  

SECTION  IV :  No presbytery shall dismiss a minister, or licentiate, or candidate for licensure, without specifying the particular presbytery or other ecclesiastical body with which he is to be connected. 

CHAPTER  11

LIMITATION  OF  TIME

SECTION  I :  When any member shall remove from one congregation to another, he shall produce satisfactory testimonials of his church membership and dismissal, before he be admitted as a regular member of that church, unless the church to which he removes has other satisfactory means of information.  

SECTION  II :  No certificate of church membership shall be considered as valid testimony of the good standing of the bearer if it be more than one year old, except where there has been no opportunity of presenting it to a church.  

SECTION  III :  When persons remove to a distance and neglect, for a considerable time, to apply for testimonials of dismissal and good standing, the testimonials given them shall testify to their character only up to the time of their removal, unless the judicatory has good information of a more recent date.  

SECTION  IV :  If a church member has been more than two years absent from the place of his ordinary residence and ecclesiastical connections, if he apply for a certificate of membership, his absence and the ignorance of the church respecting his demeanor for that time shall be distinctly stated in the certificate.   

SECTION  V :  Process, in case of scandal, shall commence within the space of one year after the crime shall have been committed, unless it shall have recently become flagrant.  It may happen, however, that a church member, after removing to a place far distant from his former residence and where his connection with the church is unknown, may commit a crime, on account of which process cannot be instituted within the time above specified.  In all such cases the recent discovery of the church membership of the individual shall be considered as equivalent to the crime itself having recently become flagrant.  The same principle also applies to ministers if similar circumstances should occur.  

THE  END                       
1.  Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.  Matthew 18:15-20;  And as they went through the cities, they delivered them the decrees for to keep, that were ordained of the apostles and elders which were at Jerusalem. Acts 16:4;  1 Corinthians 5.  


2.   It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father’s wife.  And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you.  1 Corinthians 5:1-2  


3.   Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid. What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, saith he, shall be one flesh. But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body. What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.  


1 Corinthians 6:15-20  


4.   Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?  Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:  1 Corinthians 5:6-7  


5.  In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.  1 Corinthians 5:4-5;  Of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme.  


1 Timothy 1:20  


6.  Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.  1 John 3:4;  He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.  John 12:48  


7.  But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak. For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol’s temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those things which are offered to idols; And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ. Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.  


1 Corinthians 8:9-13  


8.  Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.  Deuteronomy 4:2  


9.  But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows’ houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves.  Matthew 23:13-15;  When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.  John 8:10-11;  But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat…But them that are without God judgeth. Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked person.  


1 Corinthians 5:11,13;  But if any have caused grief, he hath not grieved me, but in part: that I may not overcharge you all. Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was inflicted of many. So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow. Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your love toward him…Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.  2 Corinthians 2:5-8,11  


10.  And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born unto Abraham, mocking. Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her son: for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, even with Isaac.  Genesis 21:9-10;  And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the field, and he was faint: And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red pottage; for I am faint: therefore was his name called Edom. And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright. And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what profit shall this birthright do to me? And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware unto him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went his way: thus Esau despised his birthright.  


Genesis 25:29-34;  By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward.  Hebrews 11:24-26  


11.  Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.  Matthew 5:23-24;  Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.  Matthew 18:15;  It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father’s wife. And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you. For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done this deed, In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.  1 Corinthians 5:1-5  


1.  Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.  Galatians 6:1;  Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men.  1 Thessalonians 5:14  


2.  Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.  Matthew 18:15-16;  Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.  Matthew 5:23-24  


3.  Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. Matthew 18:15;  Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Galatians 6:1  


4.  These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him…A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.  Proverbs 6:16,19;  For I fear, lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I would, and that I shall be found unto you such as ye would not: lest there be debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, whisperings, swellings, tumults: 2 Corinthians 12:20;  Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge.  James 4:11  


1.  And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved. When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this question. Acts 15:1-2;  It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father’s wife. And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you.  1 Corinthians 5:1-2 


2.  It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father’s wife. And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you. 1 Corinthians 5:1-2;  Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.  Matthew 18:15-17  


3.  This is the third time I am coming to you. In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established.  2 Corinthians 13:1;  Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses. 1 Timothy 5:19  


4. It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father’s wife. And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you. 1 Corinthians 5:1-2;  Now in this that I declare unto you I praise you not, that ye come together not for the better, but for the worse. For first of all, when ye come together in the church, I hear that there be divisions among you; and I partly believe it. For there must be also heresies among you, that they which are approved may be made manifest among you. When ye come together therefore into one place... 1 Corinthians 11:17-20;  But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will, and will know, not the speech of them which are puffed up, but the power…What will ye? shall I come unto you with a rod, or in love, and in the spirit of meekness?  


1 Corinthians 4:19,21  


5.  See the proof-texts for footnore 4.  


6. Doth our law judge any man, before it hear him, and know what he doeth?  John 7:51;  I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not. Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church.  3 John 1:9-10  


1.  Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.  Matthew 18:15-17;  It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father’s wife. And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you.  1 Corinthians 5:1-2  


2.  They proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth on high among the people. And there came in two men, children of Belial, and sat before him: and the men of Belial witnessed against him, even against Naboth, in the presence of the people, saying, Naboth did blaspheme God and the king. Then they carried him forth out of the city, and stoned him with stones, that he died.  1 Kings 21:12-13;  And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.  Matthew 18:17  


3.  It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father’s wife.  1 Corinthians 5:1


4.  Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people: neither shalt thou stand against the blood of thy neighbour: I am the LORD.  Leviticus 19:16;  A talebearer revealeth secrets: but he that is of a faithful spirit concealeth the matter.  Proverbs 11:13;  The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of the belly.  Proverbs 18:8;  Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out: so where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth.  Proverbs   26:20  


5.  Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought false witness against Jesus, to put him to death; But found none: yea, though many false witnesses came, yet found they none. At the last came two false witnesses, And said, This fellow said, I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to build it in three days. And the high priest arose, and said unto him, Answerest thou nothing? what is it which these witness against thee? But Jesus held his peace. And the high priest answered and said unto him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God. Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of witnesses? behold, now ye have heard his blasphemy. What think ye? They answered and said, He is guilty of death.   Matthew 26:59-66  


6.  Let all things be done decently and in order.  


1 Corinthians 14:40  


7.  Let all things be done decently and in order.  


1 Corinthians 14:4


8.  But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed. For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision. And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation.  Galatians 2:11-13  


9.  And Joshua said unto Achan, My son, give, I pray thee, glory to the LORD God of Israel, and make confession unto him; and tell me now what thou hast done; hide it not from me. And Achan answered Joshua, and said, Indeed I have sinned against the LORD God of Israel, and thus and thus have I done.  Joshua 7:19-20;  And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money, Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost. But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money. Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. Then answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of these things which ye have spoken come upon me.  Acts 8:18-24;  Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.  James 5:16;  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  1 John 1:8-9  


10.  And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.  Matthew 18:17  


11.  But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to day in my vineyard. He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented, and went.  Matthew 21:28-29  


12.  Let all things be done decently and in order.  


1 Corinthians 14:40


13.  Then from that day forth they took counsel together for to put him to death. John 11:53;  But the chief priests consulted that they might put Lazarus also to death.  John 12:10;  I have confidence in you through the Lord, that ye will be none otherwise minded: but he that troubleth you shall bear his judgment, whosoever he be…I would they were even cut off which trouble you.  Galatians 5:10,12  


14. Let all things be done decently and in order.  


1 Corinthians 14:40


15.  See Acts 4:1-22; 5:27-32; 6:8-7:60; 18:12-16; 24:1-27.  


16.  Let all things be done decently and in order.  


1 Corinthians 14:40


17.  And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; And to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake.  1 Thessalonians 5:12-13;  And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed. Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother. 2 Thessalonians 3:14-15;  Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear. 1 Timothy 5:20;  This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith.  Titus 1:13;  And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. Matthew 18:17;  Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked person.  


1 Corinthians 5:13  


18.  For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done this deed.  1 Corinthians 5:3  


19.  Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear. 1 Timothy 5:20;  Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out: so where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth. Proverbs 26:20  


20.  And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. Matthew 18:17;  It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father’s wife. And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you. For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done this deed, In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.  1 Corinthians 5:1-5


21.  See proof-texts for footnote 14.  


22.  Let all things be done decently and in order.  


1 Corinthians 14:40


23.  Let all things be done decently and in order.  


1 Corinthians 14:40


1.  If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly. For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre; But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate; Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers. Titus 1:6-9  


2.  I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not. Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church.  3 John 1:9-10  


3. Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses.  1 Timothy 5:19 


4.  Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.  Matthew 18:15-17;  Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses. 1 Timothy 5:19  


5.  Let all things be done decently and in order.  


1 Corinthians 14:40  


6.  Let all things be done decently and in order.  


1 Corinthians 14:40


7.  See footnote 1 in Chapter 4.  


8.  Rebuke not an elder, but entreat him as a father.  1 Timothy 5:1;  Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses.  1 Timothy 5:19


9.  Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.  Matthew 18:15  


10. Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses. 1 Timothy 5:19  (Note: Paul is instructing that the accusations against an elder be brought to Timothy, who is also a church officer.)  


11.  See footnote 4 in Chapter 4.  


12.  Let all things be done decently and in order.  


1 Corinthians 14:40


13.  For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done this deed.  1 Corinthians 5:3  


14.  But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat. For what have I to do to judge them also that are without? do not ye judge them that are within? But them that are without God judgeth. Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked person.  


1 Corinthians 5:11-13  


15.  For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.  2 Corinthians 7:10;  Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.   James 5:16  


16.  And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.  Matthew 18:17  


17.  And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing what was done, came in. And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much? And she said, Yea, for so much. Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of them which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out. Then fell she down straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came in, and found her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her by her husband. And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard these things.  Acts 5:7-11  


18.  But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness. And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some.  2 Timothy 2:16-18;  And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, came to Ephesus. This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John. And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly. And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him: who, when he was come, helped them much which had believed through grace: For he mightily convinced the Jews, and that publicly, showing by the scriptures that Jesus was Christ. 





Acts 18:24-28  


19.  Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Galatians 6:1;  Rebuke not an elder, but entreat him as a father.  1 Timothy 5:1  


20.  And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed. Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.  2 Thessalonians 3:14-15  


21.  Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. Romans 16:17;  Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away concerning faith have made shipwreck: Of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme.  


1 Timothy 1:19,20 


22.  And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, came to Ephesus. This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John. And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly. And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him: who, when he was come, helped them much which had believed through grace: For he mightily convinced the Jews, and that publicly, showing by the scriptures that Jesus was Christ.  


Acts 18:24-28  


23.  And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had married: for he had married an Ethiopian woman. And they said, Hath the LORD indeed spoken only by Moses? hath he not spoken also by us? And the LORD heard it…And the anger of the LORD was kindled against them; and he departed. And the cloud departed from off the tabernacle; and, behold, Miriam became leprous, white as snow: and Aaron looked upon Miriam, and, behold, she was leprous. And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, my lord, I beseech thee, lay not the sin upon us, wherein we have done foolishly, and wherein we have sinned. Let her not be as one dead, of whom the flesh is half consumed when he cometh out of his mother’s womb. And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, Heal her now, O God, I beseech thee. And the LORD said unto Moses, If her father had but spit in her face, should she not be ashamed seven days? let her be shut out from the camp seven days, and after that let her be received in again. And Miriam was shut out from the camp seven days: and the people journeyed not till Miriam was brought in again.  Numbers 12:1-2, 9-15  


24.  A bishop then must be blameless…vigilant, sober, of good behaviour…Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.  1 Timothy 3:2,7  


25.  Let all things be done decently and in order.  


1 Corinthians 14:40


1.  False witnesses did rise up; they laid to my charge things that I knew not.  Psalm 35:11  


2.  And there came in two men, children of Belial, and sat before him: and the men of Belial witnessed against him, even against Naboth, in the presence of the people, saying, Naboth did blaspheme God and the king. Then they carried him forth out of the city, and stoned him with stones, that he died. 1 Kings 21:13;  Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought false witness against Jesus, to put him to death; But found none: yea, though many false witnesses came, yet found they none. At the last came two false witnesses, And said, This fellow said, I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to build it in three days.  Matthew 26:59-61;  But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, and gathered a company, and set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people. And when they found them not, they drew Jason and certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, crying, These that have turned the world upside down are come hither also; Whom Jason hath received: and these all do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus.  Acts 17:5-7;  And when he was come, the Jews which came down from Jerusalem stood round about, and laid many and grievous complaints against Paul, which they could not prove.  Acts 25:7  


3.  Then Paul, after that the governor had beckoned unto him to speak, answered, Forasmuch as I know that thou hast been of many years a judge unto this nation, I do the more cheerfully answer for myself…And they neither found me in the temple disputing with any man, neither raising up the people, neither in the synagogues, nor in the city: Neither can they prove the things whereof they now accuse me.  Acts 24:10,12-13  


4.  And she wrote in the letters, saying, Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on high among the people: 10And set two men, sons of Belial, before him, to bear witness against him, saying, Thou didst blaspheme God and the king. And then carry him out, and stone him, that he may die.  1 Kings 21:9-10;  Now when they were going, behold, some of the watch came into the city, and showed unto the chief priests all the things that were done. And when they were assembled with the elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large money unto the soldiers, Saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night, and stole him away while we slept.  Matthew 28:11-13;  And when her masters saw that the hope of their gains was gone, they caught Paul and Silas, and drew them into the marketplace unto the rulers, And brought them to the magistrates, saying, These men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city, And teach customs, which are not lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, being Romans.  Acts 16:19-21;  But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, and gathered a company, and set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people. And when they found them not, they drew Jason and certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, crying, These that have turned the world upside down are come hither also; Whom Jason hath received: and these all do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus. Acts 17:5-7  


5.  Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. Genesis 2:24.  (Note: Scriptural confession of sin, including self-incrimination, is always voluntary and never coerced.)


6.  At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death be put to death; but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death.  Deuteronomy 17:6;  One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter be established.  Deuteronomy 19:15;  But found none: yea, though many false witnesses came, yet found they none. At the last came two false witnesses.  Matthew 26:60;  But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.  Matthew 18:16;  Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses.  1 Timothy 5:19  


7.  Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought false witness against Jesus, to put him to death; But found none: yea, though many false witnesses came, yet found they none. At the last came two false witnesses, And said, This fellow said, I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to build it in three days.  Matthew 26:59-61  


8.  Let all things be done decently and in order.  


1 Corinthians 14:40  


9.  And if a soul sin, and hear the voice of swearing, and is a witness, whether he hath seen or known of it; if he do not utter it, then he shall bear his iniquity.  Leviticus 5:1;  And ye shall not swear by my name falsely, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I am the LORD.  Leviticus 19:12;  If any man trespass against his neighbour, and an oath be laid upon him to cause him to swear, and the oath come before thine altar in this house: Then hear thou in heaven, and do, and judge thy servants, condemning the wicked, to bring his way upon his head; and justifying the righteous, to give him according to his righteousness.  1 Kings 8:31-32;  For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife.  Hebrews 6:16  


10.  Let all things be done decently and in order.  


1 Corinthians 14:40


11.  Let all things be done decently and in order.  


1 Corinthians 14:40


12.  Let all things be done decently and in order.  


1 Corinthians 14:40


13.  Let all things be done decently and in order.  


1 Corinthians 14:40


14.  Then Paul, after that the governor had beckoned unto him to speak, answered, Forasmuch as I know that thou hast been of many years a judge unto this nation, I do the more cheerfully answer for myself: Because that thou mayest understand, that there are yet but twelve days since I went up to Jerusalem for to worship. And they neither found me in the temple disputing with any man, neither raising up the people, neither in the synagogues, nor in the city: Neither can they prove the things whereof they now accuse me. But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which they call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the law and in the prophets:  Acts 24:10-14;  And when he was come, the Jews which came down from Jerusalem stood round about, and laid many and grievous complaints against Paul, which they could not prove. While he answered for himself, Neither against the law of the Jews, neither against the temple, nor yet against Caesar, have I offended any thing at all.  Acts 25:7-8  


15.  Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of witnesses? behold, now ye have heard his blasphemy. What think ye? They answered and said, He is guilty of death.  Matthew 26:65-66  


16.  And if a soul sin, and hear the voice of swearing, and is a witness, whether he hath seen or known of it; if he do not utter it, then he shall bear his iniquity. Leviticus 5:1;  And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.  Matthew 18:17  


17.  Let all things be done decently and in order.  


1 Corinthians 14:40


*  For proof-texts establishing a system of graded ecclesiastical courts with the right of appeal to higher courts see the Form of Government.  





